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Every eye shall now behold him 
  Robed in dreadful majesty; 
Those who set at naught and sold him, 
  Pierced and nailed him to the tree, 
        Deeply wailing,  
Shall the true Messiah see. 

The dear tokens of His passion 
  Still his dazzling body bears; 
Cause of endless exultation 
  To his ransomed worshippers; 
        With what rapture,  
Gaze we on those glorious scars! 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Yea, Amen! let all adore thee, 
  High on thine eternal throne; 
Saviour, take the power and glory, 
  Claim the kingdom for Thine own; 
        O come quickly! 
Alleluya! Come, Lord, come! 

Tune: Helmseley 
Words: Charles Wesley (1707-88) 

 
 

Blessing 
 

 May God the Father, judge all-merciful, 
 make us worthy of a place in his kingdom. 
All  Amen. 
 

 May God the Son, coming among us in power, 
 reveal in our midst the promise of his glory. 
All  Amen. 
 

 May God the Holy Spirit make us steadfast in faith,  
 joyful in hope and constant in love. 
All  Amen. 
 

 And the blessing of God almighty,  
 the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,  

 be upon you and remain with you always.   
All Amen. 
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STAND 

Tune: Veni Emmanuel 
Words: based on the Advent Antiphone  

Tr. T. A. Lacey (1853-1931) and others 

O come, O come Emmanuel! 
Redeem thy captive Israel, 
That into exile drear is gone 
Far from the face of God’s dear Son. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel.  
 
O Sapientia 
O come, thou Wisdom from on high! 
Who madest all in earth and sky, 
Creating man from dust and clay: 
To us reveal salvation’s way.  
 
O Adonai 
O come, O come, Adonaï, 
Who in thy glorious majesty 
From Sinai’s mountain, clothed with awe, 
Gavest thy folk the ancient law. 

 
O Radix Jesse 
O come, thou Root of Jesse! draw 
The quarry from the lion’s claw; 
From those dread caverns of the grave, 
From nether hell, thy people save. 

O Clavis David 
O come, thou Lord of David’s Key! 
The royal door fling wide and free; 
Safeguard for us the heavenward road, 
And bar the way to death’s abode. 
 
O Oriens 
O come, O come, thou Dayspring bright! 
Pour on our souls thy healing light; 
Dispel the long night’s lingering gloom, 
And pierce the shadows of the tomb. 

 
O Rex Gentium 
O come, Desire of nations! Show 
thy kingly reign on earth below; 
thou Corner-stone, uniting all, 
Restore the ruin of our fall. 
 
O Emmanuel 
O come, O come Emmanuel! 
Redeem thy captive Israel, 
That into exile drear is gone 
Far from the face of God’s dear Son. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel.  
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Conclusion 

 The Lord be with you. 
All  And with thy spirit. 

 

 Let us pray. 
 

KNEEL 
 

  Lord, have mercy upon us. 
All  Christ, have mercy upon us. 
 Lord, have mercy upon us.  
 

All  OUR Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom 
 come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
 daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who                 
 trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from 
 evil.  Amen. 
  

 Collect  
 

 O Lord our God, as we wait for the coming of thy Son our Lord,               
 preserve us in watchfulness and faith, that when he shall appear he may 
 not find us asleep in sin but active to serve him and joyful to praise him; 
 through Jesus Christ thy Son our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee, 
 in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

STAND 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lo! He comes with clouds descending, 
  Once for favoured sinners slain; 
Thousand thousand saints attending, 
  Swell the triumph of his train: 
        Alleluya! 
God appears, on earth to reign. 
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7  he hath put down the mighty from their seat:  
and hath exalted the humble and meek.  

8  he hath filled the hungry with good things:  
and the rich he hath sent empty away.  

9  he remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel:  
as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for  

     ever.  
Lk 1:46-55 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son:  
and to the Holy Spirit;  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:  
world without end. Amen. 

 

 Seventh Lesson 
 

The Annunciation 
Lk 1:26-38 

 

In the sixth month the Angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of  Galilee 
named Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the 
house of David; and the virgin's name was Mary. And he came to her and said, 
‘Hail, full of grace, the Lord is with you!’ But she was greatly troubled at the  
saying, and considered in her mind what sort of greeting this might be. And the 
Angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favour with God. 
And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call 
his name Jesus. he will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High; and 
the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, and he will reign 
over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there will be no end.’ And 
Mary said to the Angel, ‘How shall this be, since I have no husband?’ And the 
Angel said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the 
Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called 
holy, the Son of God. And behold, your kinswoman Elizabeth in her old age has 
also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month with her who was called barren. 
For with God nothing will be impossible.’ And Mary said, ‘Behold, I am the 
handmaid of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.’ And the Angel 
departed from her.  

  

All    Thanks be to God. 
 

Choir 

Alma Redemptoris Mater Palestrina 

Alma Redemptoris Mater, quae pervia caeli Porta 
manes, et stella maris, succurre cadenti, Surgere 
qui curat, populo: tu quae genuisti, Natura miran-
te, tuum sanctum Genitorem Virgo prius ac poste-
rius, Gabrielis ab ore Sumens illud Ave, pecca-
torum miserere.  

Mther of Christ, hear thou thy people’s cry,  
Star of the deep and Portal of the sky;  
Mother of Him who thee from nothing made,  
sinking, we strive, and call to thee for aid.  
O, by that joy which Gabriel brought to thee,  
thou Virgin first and last, let us thy mercy see. 
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 Greeting 

 
 The night is far spent, and the day is at hand: let us therefore cast off the 
 works of darkness, and let us put on the armour of light. 

 Rom 13:12  
 
 The grace and peace of God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be 
 with you. 
 
All And with thy spirit. 

 
My brothers and sisters: how beautifully in this season the Church      
provides that we should recite the words and recall the longing of those 
who lived before our Lord’s first coming.  May we learn through their 
example to have a great longing for the day when he will come again.  We 
do well to consider how much good our Lord did by his first coming, and 
how much more he will do for us by his second.  This thought will help 
us to have a great love for that first coming of his and a great longing for 
his return.  And if our conscience is not so perfect that we dare entertain 
such a desire, we ought at least to fear his second coming and, by means 
of that fear, to correct our faults, so that, if perhaps we cannot help being 
afraid here and now, we shall at least be secure and fearless when he 
comes again. 
 
Let us pray. 

 
Almighty God, give us grace that we may cast away the works of        
darkness, and put upon us the armour of light, now in the time of this 
mortal life in which thy Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great                 
humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious 
majesty to judge both the quick and the dead, we may rise to the life im-
mortal; through him who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy  
Spirit, one God, now and for ever.   

 
All   Amen. 

 
 

SIT 
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1.Angelus ad virginem  
Subintrans in conclave.  
Virginis formidinem  
Demulcens inquit ‘Ave.’  
Ave regina virginum,  
Coeli terraeque dominum  
Concipies Et paries  
Intacta, Salutem hominum.  
Tu porta coeli facta Medela criminum’.  

The angel, coming secretly to the Virgin's room 
Calming the Virgin's fear, said: ‘Hail!’ 
Hail, Queen of Virgins! You shall conceive the 
Lord of Heaven and Earth and give birth, re-
maining a virgin, to the Salvation of mankind; 
you, made the Gateway of Heaven, the cure for 
sins’. 

Choir 
 

Matin Responsory: G. P. da Palestrina (1525-94) arr. S. Cleobury 
 

   I look from afar:  And lo, I see the power of God coming, and a cloud covering the whole 

earth. 
 Go ye out to meet him and say:  Tell us, art thou he that should come to reign over thy 

people Israel? 
 High and low, rich and poor, One with another,   Go ye out to meet him and say: 

 Hear, O thou shepherd of Israel, thou that leadest Joseph like a sheep. 

 Tell us, art thou he that should come? 

 Stir up thy strength, O Lord, and come To reign over thy people Israel. 

 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 

 I look from afar: and lo, I see the power of God coming, and a cloud covering the whole 

earth. 
 Go ye out to meet him and say: 

Tell us, art thou he that should come to reign over thy people Israel?  
 

 First Lesson 
 

 Bethlehem, from you shall come forth a ruler. 
Mic 5:2-4 

 

But you, O Bethlehem Eph'rathah, who are little to be among the clans of Judah, 
from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose origin is 
from of old, from ancient days. Therefore he shall give them up until the time 
when she who is in travail has brought forth; then the rest of his brethren shall 
return to the people of Israel. And he shall stand and feed his flock in the 
strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. And they 
shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth.  

        
All   Thanks be to God. 

 
Choir 
Angelus ad virginem (Anon) 
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5.  Shout, as you journey on,  
      Songs be in every mouth 
    Lo, from the North they come, 
      From East and West and South: 
In Jesus all shall find their rest, 
In him the sons of earth be blest. 

 

Words: Editors of the New English Hymnal, based on  
C. E. Oakley (1832-85) 

Tune: Little Cornard, Martin Shaw (1875-1958) 
 

SIT 
 

 Sixth Lesson 
 

Christ took the form of a servant 
            Phil 2:5-11 

 

Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though 
he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be 
grasped, but emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, being born in the 
likeness of men. And being found in human form he humbled himself and be-
came obedient unto death, even death on a cross. Therefore God has highly ex-
alted him and bestowed on him the name which is above every name, that at the 
name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the 
earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father.  

 

All   Thanks be to God. 
 

STAND 
 

Canticle  
 

 Magnificat octavi toni Orlande de Lassus (1532-94) 
 

 MY soul doth magnify the Lord:  

and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.  
2  For he hath regarded:  

the lowliness of his hand-maiden.  
3  For behold, from henceforth:  

all generations shall call me blessed.  
4  For he that is mighty hath magnified me:  

and holy is his Name.  
5  And his mercy is on them that fear him:  

throughout all generations.  
6  he hath shewed strength with his arm: 

he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.  
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Das Blümelein so kleine, 
Das duftet uns so süß; 
Mit seinem hellen Scheine 
Vertreibt’s die Finsternis: 
Wahr’ Mensch und wahrer Gott, 
Hilft uns aus allem Leide, 
Rettet von Sünd’ und Tod 

O Flower, whose fragrance tender 
With sweetness fills the air, 
Dispel with glorious splendour 
The darkness everywhere; 
True man, yet very God, 
From Sin and death now save us, 
And share our every load.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Translation for vv1 and 2 are found at ‘A spotless Rose’ above) 
Fifth Lesson 
 

How beautiful upon the mountains! 
Is 52:7-10 

 

How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings good tidings, 
who publishes peace, who brings good tidings of good, who publishes salvation, 
who says to Zion, ‘Your God reigns.’ Hark, your watchmen lift up their voice, 
together they sing for joy; for eye to eye they see the return of the Lord to Zion. 
Break forth together into singing, you waste places of Jerusalem; for the Lord has 
comforted his people, he has redeemed Jerusalem. The Lord has bared his holy 
arm before the eyes of all the nations; and all the ends of the earth shall see the 
salvation of our God.  
 

All   Thanks be to God. 
 

STAND 
  
  

 
 
 
 

1. Hills of the North, rejoice, 
      Echoing songs arise, 
    Hail with united voice 
      Him who made earth and skies: 
He comes in righteousness and love, 
He brings salvation from above. 
 

2. Isles of the Southern seas, 
      Sing to the listening earth, 
    Carry on every breeze 
      Hope of a world’s new birth: 
In Christ shall all be made anew, 
His word is sure, his promise true. 

3. Lands of the East, arise, 
      He is your brightest morn, 
   Greet him with joyous eyes, 
      Praise shall his path adorn: 
The God whom you have longed to know 
In Christ draws near, and calls you now. 
 

4. Shores of the utmost West, 
      Lands of the setting sun, 
    Welcome the heavenly guest 
      In whom the dawn has come: 
He brings a never-ending light 
Who triumphed o’er our darkest night,. 
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Second Lesson 
 

 The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad.   
Is 35 

 

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blos-
som; like the crocus shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing. 
The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 
They shall see the glory of the Lord, the majesty of our God. Strengthen the 
weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. Say to those who are of a fearful 
heart, ‘Be strong, fear not! Behold, your God will come with vengeance, with the 
recompense of God. he will come and save you.’ Then the eyes of the blind shall 
be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then shall the lame man leap like 
a hart, and the tongue of the dumb sing for joy. For waters shall break forth in 
the wilderness, and streams in the desert; the burning sand shall become a pool, 
and the thirsty ground springs of water; the haunt of jackals shall become a 

2. ‘Quomodo conciperem,  
quae virum non cognovi? 
Qualiter infringerem,  
quae firma mente vovi?’ 
‘Spiritus sancti gratia  
Perficiet haec omnia;  
Ne timeas, sed gaudeas, 
secura, quod castimonia  
Manebit in te pura Dei potentia’. 
 
3. Ad haec virgo nobilis  
Respondens inquit ei;  
‘Ancilla sum humilis  
Omnipotentis Dei. 
Tibi coelesti nuntio,  
Tanta secreti conscio,  
Consentiens Et cupiens  
Videre factum quod audio,  
Parata sum parere. Dei consilio’. 
 
4. Eia Mater Domini,  
Quae pacem reddidisti  
Angelis et homini,  
Cum Christum genuisti;  
Tuum exora filium. 
Ut se nobis propitium   
Exhibeat, Et deleat Peccata;  
Praestans auxilium Vita frui beata  
Post hoc exsilium.  

‘How shall I conceive, since I know not a man? 
How shall I break what I have resolutely vowed?’ 
‘The grace of the Holy Spirit shall perform all this. 
Fear not. But rejoice, confident that chastity will 
remain pure in you by the power of God.’ 
 
 
 
 
 
At this, the noble Virgin, replying, said to him: 
‘I am the humble servant of almighty God. To you, 
heavenly messenger, who know so great a secret, I 
give my assent and desire to see done what I hear, 
and am ready to obey God’s will.’ 
 
 
 
 
 
O Mother of the Lord, who restored peace to angels 
and men when you gave birth to Christ, beg of your 
Son that he may show himself favourbal eot us and 
wipe away our sins, offering help to enjoy the 
blessed life after this exile. 
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swamp, the grass shall become reeds and rushes.  And a highway shall be there, 
and it shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not pass over it, and fools 
shall not err therein. No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up 
on it; they shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. And the 
ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion with singing; everlasting 
joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and 
sighing shall flee away. 

      

All  Thanks be to God. 
 

Choir 
 

This is the truth sent from above (Trad.) arr. R. Vaughan Williams (1872-1958) 

Thus he in love to us behaved, 
To show us how we must be saved; 
And if you want to know the way, 
Be pleased to hear what he did say: 

 
Third Lesson 
 

I will fill this house with splendour. 
.    Hag 2:5b-9 

 

My Spirit abides among you; fear not. For thus says the Lord of hosts: Once 
again, in a little while, I will shake the heavens and the earth and the sea and the 
dry land; and I will shake all nations, so that the treasures of all nations shall 
come in, and I will fill this house with splendour, says the Lord of hosts. The 
silver is mine, and the gold is mine, says the Lord of hosts. The latter splendour 
of this house shall be greater than the former, says the Lord of hosts; and in this 
place I will give prosperity, says the Lord of hosts. 
 

All  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This is the truth sent from above, 
The truth of God, the God of love: 
Therefore don’t turn me from your door, 
But hearken all, both rich and poor. 
 
The first thing which I do relate 
Is that God did man create, 
The next thing which to you I’ll tell, 
Woman was made with man to dwell. 

Thus we were heirs to endless woes, 
Till God the Lord did interpose, 
And so a promise soon did run, 
That he would redeem us by his Son. 
 
And at this season of the year 
Our blest Redeemer did appear, 
And here did live, and here did preach, 
and many thousands he did teach. 
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A Spotless Rose is growing,  
Sprung from a tender root,  
Of ancient seers' foreshowing,  
Of Jesse promised fruit;  
Its fairest bud unfolds to light  
Amid the cold, cold winter,  
And in the dark midnight.  

The Rose which I am singing,  
Whereof Isaiah said,  
Is from its sweet root springing  
In Mary, purest Maid;  
Through God's great love and might  
The Blessed Babe she bare us  
In a cold, cold winter's night.  

Choir 
 

A spotless Rose Herbert Howells (1892-1983) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fourth Lesson 
 

There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse. 
                                                                               Is 11:1-9 

 

There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow 
out of his roots. And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the spirit of wis-
dom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge 
and the fear of the Lord. And his delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. he shall 
not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; but with right-
eousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the 
earth; and he shall smite the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath 
of his lips he shall slay the wicked.  Righteousness shall be the girdle of his waist, 
and faithfulness the girdle of his loins. The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and 
the leopard shall lie down with the kid, and the calf and the lion and the fatling 
together, and a little child shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall feed; their 
young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The suck-
ing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put his 
hand on the adder's den. They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain; 
for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the 
sea.  
   

All  Thanks be to God. 
 

Choir 
 

Es ist ein’ Ros’ entsprungen  Michael Praetorius (1571-1632) arr. D Cashmore 

Es ist ein Ros entsprungen 

Aus einer Wurzel zart. 

Wie es die Alten sungen, 

Aus Jesse kam die Art. 

Und hat ein Blümelein ‘bracht 

Mitten im kalten Winter 

Wohl zu der halben Nacht. 

Das Röslein, das ich meine, 

Davon Jesaias sagt, 

Hat uns gebracht alleine 

Marie, die reine Magd; 

Aus Gottes ew’gem Rat 

Hat sie ein Kind geboren 

Wohl zu der halben Nacht. 


